
 
 
 
 
 

 

For Immediate Release                                                Contact:    Jade Smith, City of Milan 
          (734) 740-2549 

jades@milanmich.org 

 
 

MILAN’S FORD LAKE TO GET A MAJOR MAKEOVER 
The City of Milan is investing $600K to stabilize the lake wall and add a walkway 

An additional $15K in grant dollars will fund a kayak and pedal boat rental program 
 
 
Milan, Michigan (September 26, 2018) –The City of Milan is undertaking a $600,000 project to stabilize the roadway next to 
Ford Lake and add a paved walkway on the lake’s eastside with gathering spots benches, waste receptacles, and lighting. In 
addition, this project will include an access point for kayak and paddle boats.  
 
Ford Lake, situated in the heart of downtown Milan, was created in the 1930’s when Henry Ford constructed a dam on the Saline 
River. In doing so, he forever reshaped the geography of Milan, Michigan.  Today, Ford Lake remains a central part of Milan; 
however, access to and usage of the lake has deteriorated over the years. While people can reach a small area of the lake for 
fishing from the shore, it has been nearly three decades since lakeside and on-lake access was available. 
 
Earlier this year, Milan was awarded a $10,000 Community Tourism Activation Plan (CTAP) grant from Destination Ann Arbor 
and $5,000 from the Greater Milan Area Community Foundation to activate Ford Lake. The grant monies combined with 
support from Milan Parks and Recreation, Milan Main Street and the City of Milan will fund a kayak and pedal boat rental 
program that will open to the public in spring 2019. 
 
Jade Smith, Milan City Administrator believes that project combined with the boat rental program will have a positive impact on 
the economic vitality of Milan.  
 
“On-water and lakeside access to Ford Lake will create more traffic for our businesses, establish a destination in our downtown 
for residents and visitors, build pride in place, elevate physical and mental health, and provide access to history as well as to the 
water.” 
 
Milan Mayor Dominic Hamden said that “fixing the lake” is something that residents have wanted for many years.  
 
“The initial concepts for the repair of the road and lakeshore pre-date my service on city council over nine years ago,” said Mayor 
Hamden. He believes it is an important undertaking for the City and is appreciative of the hard work and planning that went into 
the effort.  
 
“Not only will this project ensure the integrity of Wabash Street,” said Hamden, “it will enhance the overall enjoyment of the lake 
and the quality of life for our residents.” 
 
Rehabilitation and construction begins this fall with work concluding in spring 2019. 
 
Mayor Hamden is looking forward to the spring.  
 
“It will be wonderful to see residents and their families strolling along the lake, fishing from the shoreline, and enjoying boating 
on the water.”  
 
A ground-breaking ceremony is scheduled for Friday, October 5 at 10 AM at Ford Lake (near Wabash Street). 
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ABOUT THE CITY OF MILAN 
The City of Milan features tree-lined streets, a charming historic downtown, beautiful parks, safe neighborhoods and great schools. 
Milan is filled with shops, restaurants, affordable housing, and many wonderful community events as well as an energetic and vital 
Senior Community Center. Milan boasts 200 acres of beautifully maintained parks A short drive from world-renowned cultural, 
academic, and sports attractions in Ann Arbor as well as both Detroit and Toledo, Milan was named the “unsung” jewel of 
Washtenaw County by the Ann Arbor News. 
 

### 
 


